Growth and Function

are cited as authoritative in that state. It would
seem that the courts, except when there is some
provision of the code directly in point, and except
in those cases where the Civil Law, which lies at the
basis of the legal system of Louisiana, notoriously
differs from the Common Law, seek the rule in any
given case in the same quarters from which it is
sought by us, and then inquire, if occasion arises,
whether there is anything in the code inconsistent
with the rule thus found.

4. But a most impressive testimony against the
expediency of codification is found in the deliberate
criticism upon this code pronounced by one of the most
distinguished of the judges who have administered
its provisions. It contains definitions of the principal
technical terms which it employs; and it must be
admitted that no code can otherwise well be con-
structed. Full, complete, and accurate definitions
are insisted upon by the scientific advocates of
codification as the first requirement for such work.
Austin declares that the paucity of such definitions
is the most glaring deficiency in the French Code.
Now the very existence of these definitions in the
Louisiana Code was found to be one of the greatest
difficulties in administering it. Says Mr. Justice
Yost in giving the opinion of the Court in Egerton
vs. The Third Municipality of New Orleans r1 " Defini-
tions are at best unsafe guides in the administration
of justice, and their frequent recurrence in the
Louisiana Code is the greatest defect in that body
of laws."
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